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Appendix B
Models of Cultural Learning

Hanvey: Levels of Cross-Cultural Awareness
Level of Cross-Cultural Awareness
(a) Give an example or two of superficial/subtle or significant cultural traits from another

culture that contrast markedly with your own. (b) Describe your sentiment with respect to
dealing with these traits.

What does Hanvey mean by mode in regards to Cross-Cul tural Awareness?

Give an example of a culture-conflict situation that has arisen in your dealings with
another culture. How did you cope/manage to deal with this situation?

In regardsto Hanvey’s grid on pg. 161 and the section, Interpretation, give an example of
a cross-cultural trait/behavior/belief that you have personally found to be unbelievable,
exotic, or bizarre.




Hoopes: The Intercultural Learning Process

Describe how your attitude has changed possibly from an ethnocentric point of view to
that of appreciation and valuing in regards to another culture. If you have not had direct
contact (immersion) with another culture, describe how your attitude might be different
from that of an older member in your family.

Hoopes describes four aternatives (assimilation, adaptation, biculturalism, and
multiculturalism) open to individuals when they become acquainted with a new culture.
If you were to pack up your bags and make a permanent move to another culture, (a)
what culture would that be ( and why), and of the four choices identified above, (b)
which one would you most likely follow in your new life?




Brown: Stages of Acculturation

If you have experienced the excitement and euphoria of being in a new culture and the
consequent culture shock, describe as best you can, your sentiment at that time and also
how you managed to cope beyond this stage. Alternatively, if you have not had this
personal experience, share the knowledge that you do have from either friends or family
who have experienced culture shock.

On pg. 164, the author highlights Brown's claim that “ ... The more socially distant the
two cultures, the more challenging language learning becomes. By the same token, the
socially closer the two cultures, the more conducive to language learning circumstances
become. In simple terms, it’s easier to learn the language of cultures that are similar to
our own, and more challenging to learn the languages of those that are very different
form our own.” Do you believe the above statement is true, and if so, speculate as to the
reason(s) why this may be the case. If you disagree, offer your opinion in this regard also.




Bennett: Intercultural Sensitivity

On pg. 166, the author maintains that “ ... Bennett emphasizes that learners’ attitudes at
any particular stage must be addressed by teachers or trainers with appropriate teaching
materials or strategies. Learnersin the ethnocentric stages, for example, will not respond
well to techniques designed for those in the ethnorelative stages. In fact, some of these
techniques may have the opposite effect, causing learners to strengthen their ethnocentric
views.”

Give an example or two of techniques/strategies that might not at all be effective in the
language classroom for those individuals who are still in the ethnocentric stage, and then
explain your reason for providing same.




Kim: Sress-Adaptation-Growth Dynamic

Kim, Young Yun, declares that “ ... Adaptation (to a culture) ... depends not only on the
learners but also on the receptivity of the host culture to the learners.”

In your opinion, (1) are Koreans generally receptive to foreigners, and if so, (2) do they
tend to be receptive to all ethnic groups equally, or are distinctions made based on ethnic
background? (3) Are there other distinctions made by some Koreans other than along
ethnic lines? (4) Do you believe that there are some cultures that are more receptive to
foreigners than others, or are all cultures equal in this regard? (5) If you tend to believe
that some cultures are more receptive to foreigners than others, what do suppose might be
the factors in governing those distinctions? (6) From a generational perspective, are
Koreans more or less receptive to foragners than a generation or two ago? Explain your
reasoning for same.




Paige: Intensity Factorsin Intercultural Learning

Paige declares that there are severa conditions that contribute to the degree of
psychological intensity in adapting to a new culture. He has identified 10 of these in
his chart on pg. 167. Imagine that you are going to emigrate to either Canada or the
U.S.: Choose any three of Paige's intensity factors and explain why you perceive
those as being the most influential with respect to adapting to your new host country.
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Gochenour & Janeway: Cross-Cultural Interaction

On pg. 169, the author states that “ ...this model is distinct from the others in that it
proposes a set of strategies and tasks that learners can undertake to transform
themselves and establish meaningful relationships with members of the host culture.”

It is not uncommon to see first generation immigrants in Canada and the U.S. as
being socialy isolated from the larger community; however, by no means are their
lives impaired. These senior members of their respective communities function fully
within their communities and the larger community as a whole, and provide the
economic means of support for their future generations. (1) However, do you believe
that there might be some aspects of this lifestyle that might have a negative influence
on their personal lives or within the ethnic group? (2) Do you believe that the present
generation of the early immigrants to Canada and the U.S., can, or should isolate
themselves from the larger community? (3) What role should the mother tongue play
in the new culture?
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