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Chapter 4: Using Technology to Teach Oral Communication Skills

Py. 83

“The fifth component of Krashen’s monitor model is the affective filter hypothesis
proposed by Dulay and Burt (1977), which addresses the affective variables of second
language acquisition. They hypothesized the presence of an affective filter that could act
as a mental block if a poor affective state existed. Anxiety, lack of motivation, or low self
esteem could prevent the input from being processed even though the learner understood
the input” .

In the space provided below, describe how you, as ateacher, would assist your student(s)
in overcoming issues that arise from the affective domain. Also, in what way(s) do you
see educational technology as providing solutions in dealing with these issues that are
related to the affective filter hypothesis?




The authors claim on Pgs. 84-85 that “...Technology assists students in acquiring
language skills indirectly by acting as a major motivator and stimulus for language
developrent. It provides students with incentives to communicate orally as they work
collaboratively on tasks and communication tasks and communicative projects...”

Describe a task below in which you would employ technology as part of a
communicative'collaborative project.




On Pg. 86 the authors declare that “...Technology can aid teachers in creating a
supportive, non-threatening learning environment in which second language learners feel
secure enough to practice the target language and to make and correct their own errors
without embarrassment or anxiety.”

Does the bulletin board, Chung Ang Chatter provide you with this non-threatening
learning environment? Also, CAU E-Publishing now has a synchronous chat room
enabling you to connect with your peers in a timely and efficient manner whereby you
need not rely on email to access your classmates. Does this e-learning environment also
provide you with the opportunity to practice the target language without embarrassment
or anxiety? Please fully describe your sentiment about using these synchronous and
asynchronous learning environments.



http://www.cauepublishing.net/Chatshtml/
http://www.cauepublishing.net/121.html

From Pgs. 89 — 92, the authors highlight top-down and bottom-up processes that are used
in listening strategies. If a student were to come to you asking for information with
respect to improving their listening skills, what advice would you give to him/her as it
relates to these two processes?

On Pgs. 92 -93, the authors portray two programs from DynEd International that a
teacher might use when undertaking the top-down or bottom-up approach to listening.
With your partner, search for two more sites that you feel clearly illustrate these two
different approaches to listening exercises on the Web and write the URLSs below along
with your reasons for identifying them as indicative of the respective processing
strategies that students of English employ in their listening exercises.




On Pg. 94, the authors explore the differences between interactional and transactional
functions of language. Provide your definition below and also examples of each that
clearly illustrate your understanding of each function. In addition to this task, do your
best to find the profound error in vocabulary in the top half of the page and write
below, the proper word choice.




Go to this site (http://www.uiowa.edu/%7Eacadtech/phonetics/# ) and then click on
American English. You will then see a pop up window labeled, Phonetics: The Sounds
of American English. Now choose any one of the tabs from stop to glide while
watching the flash video of the mouth in action and also the video of the woman. After
you have watched a selection of examples, offer your opinion below of the practicality of
thissite.
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