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Chapter 5: Using Technology to Teach Reading and Writing (Section I)

Several years ago while listening to a broadcast on AFN (American Forces Network), I
was somewhat surprised to hear a U.S. Air Force officer claim that he was surprised that
the young Korean school children (elementary school) who came by to visit his plane at
an air show, were not all impressed with the many dials, knobs, and gadgets in the
cockpit. He was amazed, however, to see that so many of them were greatly interested in
a small piece of hard plastic that folded down inside of the cockpit upon which pilots
were able to jot down important notes in their log files.

The pilot stated that he couldn’t understand how these young children could look inside
the cockpit and see controls such as an altimeter and have no interest, but be so keen on
explaining to their friends all they knew about that little piece of plastic. Since you are all
educators to be, you should be able to clarify below with reference to a specific theory
highlighted in this chapter, why the young children almost obsessed about the fold-down
piece of plastic, but not the dials, such as the altimeter.
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http://afnkorea.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cockpit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logbook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altimeter
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/keen
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After watching the video, do your best to explain the videographer’s intent as it relates to
this particular clip. For example, was it the author’s intent to be informative or
educational? If this is the case, what did you happen to learn from this short clip? Should
you be confused as to the videographer’s intent/purpose, what aspect of literacy
determines to a great extent your ability to fully comprehend this clip?
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Chapter 5: Using Technology to Teach Reading and Writing (Section II)

Pg. 127

“The theory that lexical information is stored in our memory system in clusters centered
around a theme or situation and that key words in one cluster can activate others is the
premise for a Web vocabulary activity called Lingonets.”

Go to this web page and choose the puzzle, In a Hotel. (Task 1) Click on that link and
you will see the graphic below open in your browser. Spend a few minutes on this task
and see how successful you are in completing the various sections of the puzzle. Answer
the questions below and also complete Task 2.

Would you integrate this kind of puzzle into the English language classroom in Korea,
and if so, what would be the merits in doing so? Also, at what level of language
proficiency would be most appropriate for integration of such a puzzle into the language
classroom? Explain your reasoning.
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http://www.lingonet.com/lingonets/index.html
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(Task 2 - Collaboration) With your partner, create another scenario rather than a hotel,
and make it your choice (as opposed to a Lingonet Puzzle) along the same lines in which
there are at least four categories such as action, people, place, and in the room. If you
take a look at a few of the other Lingonet Puzzles, you will see that they all have four
different categories arranged in a quadrant. For example, A Company Reception has (a)
Questions, (b) Reasons for visit, (c) A quick visit and (d) People to meet. You might want
to choose a mix of any of the categories from any of the puzzles upon which to base your
scenario and then list them in the spaces below (e.g. action, etc.). Then in the two-lined
space below, write down your one example for your puzzle, which you will present on
the whiteboard in class on Wednesday. Use the Lingonet Puzzles as a model; however,
do not use a scenario from Lingonet.

Your Scenario
_____________________________

(e.g. action) ___________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
(e.g. people) ___________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
(e.g. place) ___________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
(e.g. in the room) ___________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/along+the+same+lines
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Persuasion Map
(Click on the image)

The above image was captured from this home page. In what way(s) do you believe this
online writing tool would be useful in an English language classroom in Korea? Could it
be easily integrated into the mainstream curriculum in Korea and at what level of English
education would you introduce it? Are their any negatives in introducing such an online
tool into the language classroom? What challenges would you expect to meet in
introducing such a tool?
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Name _______________________
Student ID _______________________

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/persuasion_map/
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=56

