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Principles of Language Learning and Teaching
H.D. Brown

Chapter 7: Sociocultural Factors

Second Culture Acquisition

 On page 182, Brown states that … “Many students in foreign language
classrooms learn the language with little or no sense of the depth of cultural
norms and patterns of the people who speak the language. Another perspective
was the notion that a foreign language curriculum could present culture as ‘a list
of facts to be cognitively consumed’ by the student, devoid of any significant
interaction with the culture.”

Please give an example or two of challenges that you have met in the English language
classroom due to a lack of understanding of the norms/patterns of your English language
instructors?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Social Distance

 Brown explains on page 185 that … “Social distance refers to the cognitive and
affective proximity of two cultures that come into contact within an individual.”
Of course the concept is “… used in a metaphorical sense to depict dissimilarity
between two cultures.

Let’s regard the U.S. as the TL group and Korean immigrants as the L2 group, if you will.
With respect to Schumann’s description of social distance as consisting of the following
parameters ([1] Dominance, [2] Integration, [3] Cohesiveness, [4] Congruence, [5]
Permanence); how would you define the relationships in the respective categories?

[1] Dominance
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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[2] Integration
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

[3] Cohesiveness
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

[4] Congruence
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

[5] Permanence
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Culture in the Classroom

The following information was attained from www.geert-hofstede.com/. After reviewing
the chart as it relates to South Korea, speculate how the categories would be different
when measured for Canada. (Draw the values for Canada on the chart for Korea, as you
would perceive them to be, relative to those of Korea.)

http://www.geert-hofstede.com/
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39/40--80/91--50/62--45/41--23/29
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Linguistic Imperialism and Language Rights

Please visit the following site (www.hiddenfromhistory.org/ ) to view the most
abominable violation of human rights perpetrated upon Canada’s indigenous tribes by
none other than the Catholic, the Anglican, and the United churches of Canada. In
regards to the Catholic church, these crimes were carried out with the full knowledge of
the Vatican, and in all cases, with full complicity of the respective provincial
governments and that of the federal government and the Department of Indian Affairs.

America’s legacy as it relates to its indigenous population is horrific and places that of
Canada in its shadow. Also, Australia has a shameful history vis a vis its policies towards
it aborigines, and in each and every case, without exception, language rights of the
various indigenous groups were violated in order to either fully assimilate the respective
groups into the dominant culture, or simply to destroy them.

To this day, Canada is still witness to violation of language rights in the province of
Quebec. If you were to immigrate to the province of Quebec and begin raising a family,
you would have no choice as where to educate your school-age children. The Quebec
provincial government has a mandate to force all immigrants into French speaking only
language schools, and since the French language school curriculum has at its foundation,
Catholicism, you would be bound to send your children to French only classes with
compulsory Catholic doctrine. Alternatively, if you were to choose any other Canadian
province with a major metropolitan center as your home, you could choose a school that
has a French immersion program and one that does not violate your rights to religious
freedom.

As Brown so succinctly states on page 195, “One of the most worthy causes we can
espouse is the preservation of diversity among human beings.”

Language Policy

In your opinion, (1) should Korea designate English as a second official language, and (2)
should English be taught in English only, as proposed by the government of Lee Myeong
Baek?

1.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

http://www.hiddenfromhistory.org/
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“Your approach to language pedagogy is not just a set of static principles, set in stone. It
is in fact, a dynamic composite of energies that changes (or should change, if you are a
growing teacher) with your own experiences in your own learning and teaching.”

Notes
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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